






A NOTE FROM OUR FOUNDERS

Dear Friends,

Life is filled with journeys. Some adventures are very clearly planned 
out while others take us completely by surprise.   

When we began our work to support wounded veterans and their  
families, we believed there was a short window to do so. Public  
attention of the wars was waning. Our family’s story surely wouldn’t 
last more than the proverbial 15 minutes.

Yet now, as we approach nearly a decade, we find our mission more 
relevant than ever because we understand the evolution of the healing 
process through our own experiences.

First, the focus is on repair. Then recovery. Then, and only then,  
returning. Not just being back, but bouncing back—getting the absolute 
most out of life.  

As such, the foundation is turning more attention to the next chapter of an impacted veteran’s recovery, while continuing 
to find, fund and shape the most innovative programs out there.

Our demonstrated knowledge of the issues and our access to decision makers has earned the foundation a great deal of  
credibility as a leader in the veteran space, as this report reflects.

Yet ultimately, it has been your trust, generosity and willingness to join us on this journey that has made this year successful.

On behalf of those whose lives have been empowered by your friendship, thank you.

Bob & Lee
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WHO WE ARE
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WHAT WE DO

As the number of newly wounded veterans has decreased over the last few years, so has the newsworthiness and top-of-mind 

awareness of this important issue. 

However, there is much work to be done long after the physical wounds have healed, as our impacted veterans, their families

and caregivers re-establish themselves as productive citizens, leading purposeful lives. As such, the Foundation is turning more 

attention to the “next chapter” of a veteran’s recovery journey. We not only want our wounded veterans and their families  

to have successful recoveries, but to be positioned to thrive long after their time in uniform. To this end, we are dedicated  

to establishing new ways to foster positive outcomes for our veterans, their families and caregivers.

In 2015 we continued to do this by investing in “support that sustains” through national- and community-based organizations 

and programs with proven results in three core issues:

• 	Education and Employment — With a quarter million service members transitioning from service annually, we work tirelessly 	

	 to make sure their education and employment enables and enriches the next chapter of their lives. 

• 	Rehabilitation and Recovery — Today’s service members return with injuries that would have been fatal in earlier times. 

	 We’re funding programs that help heal both the physical and silent wounds of war.  We are focusing in particular on the 		

	 development of programs that focus on long-term affects of living with injury.

• 	Quality of Life — Ensuring injured veterans and their families have access to meaningful opportunities and experiences that 	

	 enhance their quality of life is at the heart of our mission. Programs we shape provide service members with senses of 		

	 purpose, places to live, healthy family relationships, and outlets for socialization.

THE MULTIPLIER EFFECT
 

We don’t just look at our own actions to ensure that progress is being made—the programs we invest in are selected for  

their potential to benefit the military community for years to come, and we continually follow up with them to ensure that 

they are fulfilling that mission. 

Today, many of our investments have an impact far beyond that of our initial investment. For instance, at the Jonas Center we 

funded medical professionals who are trained in leading-edge traumatic brain injury (TBI) insights and protocols, who share their 

knowledge with the broader medical community, reaching colleagues, injured service members and their families across the country. 
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HOW WE DO IT

“We’re going to be at war whether or not we actually say it for the next 20 years,” 

said former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Martin Dempsey, 

U.S. Army (Retired). “The Bob Woodruff Foundation has proven itself more than 

capable of ensuring that the needs of our veterans are being addressed, while

 investing in the longer-term needs that have yet to be realized.”
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RECOGNITIONS

2015 HERO OF MILITARY MEDICINE AMBASSADOR AWARD
In recognition of Bob and Lee Woodruff’s tireless advocacy on behalf of wounded, ill and injured service members—and 

their willingness to share their personal experiences with military medicine—they were selected to receive the 2015 Hero  

of Military Medicine Ambassador Award.

The Heroes of Military Medicine is presented by the Center for Public-Private Partnerships (CP3) at the Henry M. Jackson 

Foundation for the Advancement of Military Medicine, Inc. (HJF).

CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR SOCIETY’S  
PATRIOT AWARD
Bob Woodruff was recognized by the Congressional Medal of Honor 

Society’s Patriot Awards, which recognizes distinguished Americans 

who have demonstrated their dedication to freedom. Bob accepted the 

“Tex” McCrary Award for his continued efforts to shine a light on the  

accomplishments of injured veterans.

2015 HOPE & COURAGE AWARD 
Lee Woodruff received the 2015 Hope & Courage Award for the foundation’s efforts to support caregivers of our wounded 

heroes, at Hope For The Warriors’ Got Heart, Give Hope Celebration.

SERVICESOURCE COMMUNITY PARTNER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
The Bob Woodruff Foundation received the ServiceSource Community Partner of the Year Award for the foundation’s 

support of Warrior Bridge, which provides employment and training services for disabled veterans. 
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SPRING RECEPTION

Each spring we look forward to being in our nation’s capital to recognize and meet the needs of our nation’s heroes by 

cohosting a reception with the Greater Washington Board of Trade, under the leadership of Jim Dinegar, president and CEO.

This year’s exclusive gathering of leaders in philanthropy, business, government and the military took place inside the 

Women in Military Service for America Memorial, at Arlington National Cemetery.

It included performances by the U.S. Army Drill Team and the U.S. Marine Band’s Irish Ensemble, which was accompanied 

by General Martin Dempsey, then-Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

In addition to Gen. Dempsey (USA, Ret.) and his wife Deanie, distinguished guests included the Honorable Denis McDonough, 

White House Chief of Staff, and wife Kari McDonough; Senator Richard Blumenthal (Conn.) and wife Cynthia Blumenthal, a 

BWF board member; Representative Corrine Brown (Fla.), the Honorable Sloan Gibson, Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 

and wife Margaret Gibson; Admiral Thad Allen (USCG, Ret.), 23rd Commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard; and General George 

Casey (USA, Ret.), 36th Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army, and wife Sheila Casey.

The evening was supported by a number of corporate partners, including Accenture; Booz Allen Hamilton; Fachina Global 

Services, LLC; Ford Motor Company; Lockheed Martin Corporation; Pentagon Federal Credit Union; Pepco Holdings, Inc.; 

and SunTrust.

18





TOGETHER WE FOUGHT. TOGETHER WE HEAL.

In 2015 The Bob Woodruff Foundation joined with Walking With The Wounded to support the Walk of Britain, a 1,000-mile 

expedition across the United Kingdom to generate awareness for issues faced by injured and ill servicemembers and veterans.

From Aug. 22 to Nov. 1, injured British and American veterans covered many of the country’s challenging landscapes, as 

well as the heart of cities, raising awareness and financial support on both sides of the Atlantic. His Royal Highness Prince 

Harry was the patron of the expedition. A combat veteran of Afghanistan, Prince Harry joined the team on multiple  

occasions, including the walk’s finish at Buckingham Palace.

The Walk of Britain provided a great deal of exposure for the Foundation through traditional and social media. Print and 

online media included People Magazine, Huffington Post Live, Task & Purpose, FOX News.com, Billboard, Pensacola News 

Journal and Bangor Daily News—a total of 24 hits with a reach of 417 million. Broadcast coverage included ABC World News, 

NBC 4 New York, and FOX 5 New York. 

WALK OF BRITAIN
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THANK YOU TO OUR STAND UP FOR HEROES SPONSORS

TITLE SPONSOR

Veterans on Wall Street (VOWS)™

FOUNDING SPONSOR

GFI Group Inc.

PREMIER SPONSOR

Steven & Alexandra Cohen Foundation

SILVER STAR SPONSORS

Citi 

Deutsche Bank 

Goldman Sachs 

HSBC Bank USA, N.A. 

The Paul E. Singer Foundation

LEGION OF MERIT SPONSORS

21st Century Fox 

Bank of America Merrill Lynch 

Barclays Capital 

BASF 

Craig Newmark, founder of CraigConnects 

Credit Suisse 

Deloitte 

J. Walter Thompson Company 

Jack Daniel’s 

JANA Partners LLC 

Jefferies 

JP Morgan Chase & Co. 

Thomson Reuters

BRONZE STAR SPONSORS

AIG 

Ann G. & James B. Ritchey Foundation 

Apollo Global Management 

Barbara Bradley Baekgaard Family Foundation 

Bloomberg 

Charles Schwab Co. Inc. 

Comedy Central 

Davis Polk 

DTCC 

KCG 

KKR 

Palantir 

PepsiCo 

PNC 

Schultz Family Foundation 

Senator Richard and Mrs. Cynthia M. Blumenthal 

Stephen & Rose Crawford 

Susan Whiting, Chair National Women’s History Museum 

Tudor 

Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz 

Wells Fargo

OFFICIAL AIRLINE SPONSOR

JetBlue

OFFICIAL CAR SPONSOR

Toyota
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ACROSS THE BOARD
The strength of an organization like ours relies on having a board committed to our mission. Our board members have 

expertise in fundraising, marketing, advertising and public relations, financial management, law and accounting, with 

significant representation from the world of media and entertainment. We would like to thank our board members for 

their hard work, dedication and partnership over the past year.

BOB WOODRUFF FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND LEADERSHIP 

Bob Woodruff, BWF Co-Founder; Correspondent, ABC News 

Lee Woodruff, BWF Co-Founder, Board Vice President; Author and Journalist

Colin Heffron, BWF Board Co-Chairman; CEO, GFI Group Inc.

Dave Woodruff, BWF Board Co-Chairman; Group Advertising Director, Bloomberg L.P.

Edward Toptani, Esq., BWF Board Secretary; Toptani Law Offices

Anthony Viceroy, BWF Board Treasurer; CEO, WESTMED Medical Group

Cynthia M. Blumenthal, Advocate

Gerry Byrne, Vice Chairman, PMC (Penske Media Corporation)

Stephen Crawford, Chief Financial Officer, Capital One 

Caroline Hirsch, Founder and Owner, Carolines on Broadway

Bob Jeffrey, Non-Executive Chairman, J. Walter Thompson Company

Eileen Lynch, Global Head of Brand Strategy, Advertising and Marketing, Thomson Reuters

Lisa Pollina, Independent Director, RBA

Martha Raddatz, Chief Global Affairs Correspondent, ABC News

Dick Wilde, Senior Vice President & Counsel, PixelCorps 

Anne Marie Dougherty, BWF Executive Director

LEADERSHIP
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POSITIVE RETURNS

The boots Bob Woodruff was wearing 10 years ago 

when he was injured by a roadside bomb while covering the war in Iraq.

Photo by Shana Novak Photography
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